
HOME

The self-contained 
guest suite has a 
surprising amount 
of space.
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D ON’T mistake the room that 
sits above this double garage in 
Fremantle for a run-of-the-mill 
attic. Behind its unassuming 

facade is a stunning guest suite that resembles 
five-star hotel class.

The owners commissioned Tooltime 
Construction to build this new retreat on 
top of their freestanding garage so they 
could accommodate their growing family, 
including grandchildren.

Tooltime Construction supervisor Rick 
Shalders says the property fronts two streets, 
with the house facing South Beach and the 
garage opening on to the street behind.

With the builder’s fine attention to detail, 
anyone could be forgiven for mistaking the  
new two-storey garage and guest room for 
the home’s facade.

The new structure sits about 5m back from 
the main house – which was left untouched 
– but Rick says the garage addition was 
designed to be in keeping with the house 
despite the physical separation.

“The additions match the style of the 
owners’ home,” he says.

The tilt garage door was left in place and 
Tooltime replicated the limestone from the 

ground-floor structure all the way up to the 
new roof.

The existing garage door already had a 
pedestrian door carved into it, but a new 
entry door was installed to the right, 
providing direct access to a staircase that 
leads to the guest suite kitchen.

“The kitchen has been fitted out with 
top-quality appliances and CaesarStone 
benchtops,” Rick says.

Messmate timber flooring and cedar joinery 
and architraves feature throughout.

Through a frosted glass door is the bedroom, 
which has walk-in robes on either side of the 
bed and Aneeta sashless windows. 

A swish ensuite completes the self-
contained unit.

“Lots of attention was given to the 
bathroom,” Rick says. “We’ve used honed 
natural stone tiles, a wall-hung toilet suite 
and frameless shower screens.

“There is also a little wardrobe inside 
the bathroom that hides away a washing 
machine and dryer.”

Clever design features helped Tooltime 
create as much ceiling height space as the 
Fremantle planning restrictions would 
allow.

“We lined the ceilings on the rake,” Rick 
says. “We were at our limit height-wise so 
lots of work went into roof slants to achieve 
as much space as possible.

“We were surprised with the amount of 
room we had in the end. People walk in and 
say, ‘I could live here’. It’s so nice.”
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NEW HEIGHTS
Tooltime Construction overcame council height restrictions to 
create a roomy, self-contained attic above a Fremantle garage
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✱  Builder: Tooltime Construction, O’Connor, 

phone: 9331 4144, www.tooltime.net.au
✱  Designer: Michael Pratt, Sandtracks Design, 

Melville, phone: 0439 900 295


