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THIS century-old mansion

in Peppermint Grove

had undergone several

mini renovations in its lifetime

but not all were in keeping with

its original grandeur and style.

When its most recent owners

bought the house they decided

to pull down a 20-year-old,

tacked-on extension and re-

place it with something that

would complement the home’s

scale and design.

The massive undertaking was

done by Tooltime Construction

and builder Luke Sicree says the

detailed list of features and

requirements was dozens of

pages long.

“The owners wanted to use

only the very best quality

products,’’ Luke said.

“There are loads of hidden

inclusions such as acoustic

insulation in the upstairs floor.

“The master suite is above the

kitchen so the insulation was

important. The house is also

smart-wired and there are no

bulkheads so all the wiring and

ducting is hidden in the walls

and ceiling.’’

The owners’ desire for a

minimalist kitchen caused the

builders to run 10m of ducting

from the exhaust fan over the

cook top to the outside of the

home.

“The ducting runs through a

false cupboard and then under

the floor to the rear of the

house. With ceilings nearly 4m

high any exposed casing for the

duct would have been an

eyesore and not in keeping with

the look of the home,’’ Luke

explained.

To keep continuity of design,

cornices and arches were

custom made to look like the

originals and 300m of jarrah

floorboards were bleached so

there was no seam between the

old and new floors.

The layout of the extension is

perfect for a busy family that

likes to entertain. The kitchen

opens on to the outdoor dining

area and both have views of the

garden and pool.

The kitchen also features a

granite-topped island bench and

a large array of state-of-the-art

appliances. Bench lights have

been recessed into the overhead

cupboards.

Separating the kitchen and

living areas from the outside are

two banks of 6m-wide bi-fold

doors that stack back against

the end walls. Two service doors

have been added so you can

move in and out when the bi-

fold doors are closed.

Outside, the timber deck has a

semicircular extension and is

bordered with a water feature

that’s been built into the floor.

One addition that has been a

big hit with the owners is the

new pool house. Situated close

to the pool, it even has room

for a pool table.

SERENA KIRBY

In character 
A Peppermint Grove project has complemented the home’s 
original grandeur while removing renovating sins of the past.

Builder 
Luke Sicree

the brief
To remove an existing extension and replace it with a
larger, double-storey addition with master suite,
kitchen, formal and informal living areas and outdoor
entertaining area.
To retain the integrity and style of the original 
100-year-old home, but for the extension to suit
modern needs and lifestyle.
To create a pool house, with bar and built-in bench
seats.

the budget
$750,000 for removal of existing addition and
construction of the new, two-storey extension.
Includes construction of pool house and re-roofing
the original home and extension in Zincalume.

the builder
This was a mammoth project and we had a full-time
supervisor on site to ensure continuity of trades and
quality workmanship.

before & after
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Entrant MBA 2004 Housing
Excellence Awards

Category: Alterations and 

additions over $400,000

Builder: Tooltime Construction

Phone: 9330 2131


